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could muster in Lochalsh, the latter holding rank as colonel,
his commission having been sent over by the Pretender
himself in a quaint large ivory " snuff-mull," inscribed with
the words " JAMES REX. FORWARD AND SPARE NOT." -1

Among those who fell in the disastrous battle of Sheriff-
muir was the great-grandfather of the subject of this bio-
graphy. Colonel Donald, however, made good his escape,
and soon afterwards appeared in his native district, where,
amid narrow inlets and bays, rough glens and lonely moors,
he could bid defiance to the conquerors.

Donald Murchison was certainly one of the most remark-
able Highlanders of his day.2 Bred a lawyer at Edinburgh,
he united to the usual warlike virtues of the clansman a
shrewdness and knowledge of the world, which gave him
considerable influence as the agent and friend of the Earl
of Seaforth. After the battle of Sheriffmiiir, when the
Earl went into exile in France, Donald appears to have
gone back to the mountains of Kintail. Doubtless, in
1719, he took his share in the rude fortifying of Eilandonan
Castle, of which, as we have seen, his family had been here-
ditary castellans, and saw with dismay its walls battered
to pieces by the guns of three English war-vessels. Nor
was he likely to be absent from his chief when the luckless
expedition of Spanish auxiliaries and Highlanders, marching
eastward for the invasion of the country, encamped in Glen-

1 This box was in the possession of Sir Roderick up to the time of his
death, and is now one of the family heirlooms in the keeping of his
nephew and heir, Mr. K. B. Murchison. It forms a conspicuous feature
in the picture of " Donald Murchison gathering Seaforth's rents in Kin-
tail," painted for him by Sir Edwin Landseer, and bequeathed by him to
the National Gallery at Edinburgh.

a For an account of him see Chambers's Domestic Annals of Scotland,
vol. iii.r Murdo Murcheson to the
